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  ■   Describe how language both reflects 
and influences the way different 
groups understand and interpret the 
world.  

  ■   Compare and contrast different forms 
of communication, including standard 
language, slang, dialects, social media, 
and nonverbal modes of expression.  

  ■   Interpret how different geographies 
impact the spread or preservation of 
language and how different groups 
use language to give or change a 
place’s meaning.  

  ■   Describe the global distribution of the 
world’s religions—how they devel-
oped in specific regions and how they 
proliferated around the world.  

  ■   Recognize the difference between 
religions and religious movements 
around the world, and analyze the 
impacts of both on political and social 
life.  

  ■   Interpret the importance of space to 
religion in pilgrimages and sacred 
spaces in every culture.    

                   learning 
OUTCOMES 

187

LANGUAGE, 
COMMUNICATION, 
AND BELIEF 

     6 

    As an infant—as young, perhaps, as 8 months old—you had to de-
termine the internal structure of a system that possesses tens of thousands 
of individual elements. Each of the elements is derived from the same col-
lection of materials and combined into larger units. Those units can be put 
together into an infinite set of combinations, although only a limited set of 
those joined units are correct within the context of the system. How does 
an infant proceed? Fortunately, we tend to learn this system effortlessly: The 
system is language, and it is composed of words, sounds, and sentences. 

 But now imagine that you’re a deaf child, 6 or 7 years old. You have reached 
this age not fully understanding what it means to be deaf. Imagine how much 
more difficult the mission of acquiring language will be for you. Of course, 
there will not necessarily be sounds involved in forming your language, but 
there must be something else to take the place of sound that will allow you to 
communicate the words and the sentences you wish to convey. 

 Imagine further in this already challenging scenario that it’s 1970 and you 
live in Managua, Nicaragua, and there are no teachers at your school who 
know sign language. What is perhaps even more remarkable than the capacity 
of the hearing infant’s ability to comprehend and eventually use language is 
the capacity of a group of deaf children, assembled in a collective but without 
the aid of a sign language instructor, to develop their own language so they’re 
able communicate with each other.  1     

 These children developed the Nicaraguan Sign Language. It is a unique exam-
ple of how language emerges and becomes populated with a structure, words, 
and sentences. The deaf children created the language, not with the help of their 
teachers or their parents or any other adults but through their interactions with 
each other. Independently, they constructed a natural sign language that contains 
the kinds of grammatical regularities that are key to all languages. And, since the 

▲ Speech and hearing impaired 
students use sign language to 
answer their teacher’s question in 
a classroom at the Xa Dan school 
in Hanoi

 1  Adapted from J. R. Saffran, A. Senghas, and J. S. Trueswell, 2001,  The Acquisition of Language 
by Children , Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 98, 23: npn. 
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 In 1990, the United Nations published the first of its annual Human Devel-
opment Reports. The report analyzes how economic growth and human 
development are inextricably tied and provides statistics about changes in 
both over time as well as suggestions for how to improve them  (  Figure   5.D     ). 
Since 1990, the report has taken the position that women are at a struc-
tural disadvantage compared to men and in its 1997 report, stated baldly, 
“No society treats its women as well as its men.” While the differences be-
tween women's and men's pay in the developed world is a common topic 
of discussion and concern (where in the United States for every $1 men 
earn, women earn 77 cents), in the developing world, women experience 
deep deprivation, exploitation, and harm. The following are ten examples of 
 gender inequality globally.  3      

  5.3 Spatial inequality The Global Gender Gap             

    1.   Women everywhere experience a gender wage gap whether in 
the developed or the developing world.  

   2.   Women in many parts of the world experience limited mobility 
from not being allowed to drive on public roads to refusing to go 
out by themselves at night for fear of attack or rape.  

   3.   one in every three women around the world is likely to be 
beaten, coerced into sex, or otherwise abused sometime in her 
lifetime.  

   4.   In some countries, a male child is more valuable than a female 
child and parents who don't want a girl may either abort the fetus 
or kill the child after birth.  

     5.    In some countries, women are 
legally prohibited from owning 
land.  

     6.    According to the United Nations, 
women do two-thirds of the 
world's work, receive ten percent 
of the world's income and own 
one percent of the means of eco-
nomic production.  

     7.    Women have more limited access 
to health care than men while one 
women dies in childbirth every 
minute of every day.  

     8.    Forced marriages and the lack of 
legal access to divorce limits many 
women's life chances.  

     9.    Despite making up half the 
global population, women hold 
only 15.6 percent of elected 
seats in national parliaments or 
congresses.  

  10.    Women make up more than 
two-thirds of the world's illiterate 
adults.   
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 3  Adapted from Molly Edmonds, 2014, “Examples of Gender Inequality around the 
World”,  http://www.discovery.com/tv-shows/curiosity/topics/examples-gender-inequal-
ity-around-world.htm  (accessed June 29, 2014). 

 ◀    Figure 5.D The geography of the 
global gender gap Shown in this graphic 
are (a) key indicators as well as (b) a map of 
the gender inequality index globally.         

1. What is the gender gap?

2.  In what ways would a narrowing of 
the gender gap improve the lives of 
women around the globe?

NEW! Chapter 6:  
Language, 
Communication, 
and Belief focuses 
on how both 
language and 
religion reflect and 
influence societies, 
as well as how they 
spread around the 
world, and how they 
permeate politics 
and social life.

NEW! Spatial Inequality features highlight the growing 
imbalances and inequalities in today’s global society relative 
to the chapter’s major themes.
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 At a very basic level,  literacy  is the ability to read and write. Being able to 
read and write allows us to determine more readily the course of our lives 
as we push beyond simply comprehending language and reproducing it to 
transforming who we are and what we are able to do in the world. UNESCO 
defines literacy as the “ability to identify, understand, interpret, create, com-
municate and compute, using printed and written materials associated 
with varying contexts. Literacy involves a continuum of learning in enabling 

individuals to achieve their goals, to develop their knowledge and potential, 
and to participate fully in their community and wider society.”  2     

 In the United States, one of the wealthiest countries on Earth, there 
are 44 million people—many of whom are incarcerated—who are 
  functionally illiterate . Functional illiteracy means that an individual’s read-
ing and writing skills are inadequate to manage daily living or hold down a 
job that requires reading skills beyond a basic level.   Figure   6.C      is a variation 

  6.2 Spatial inequality   Geographies of Literacy 
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 2  “The Plurality of Literacy and Its Implications for Policies and Programs.” UNESCO Education Sector Position Paper, 2004, p.  13 . 

 ◀    Figure 6.C  School-to-prison pipeline         Illiteracy 
among U.S. youth is the result of a combination of initial 
conditions but the result is often prison. One of the 
largest illiterate populations in the country is the prison 
population.   

 ◀    Figure 6.D  Race, literacy and 
prison         Fourth-grade reading 
level is one of the measures private 
prison firms use to determine 
how large to build their prisons. 
Illiteracy and crime are highly 
related.   
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Structured Learning Path
The Seventh Edition of Human Geography: Places and Regions in Global Context 
provides an active structured learning path to help guide students toward mastery of 
key human geography concepts.

Learning Outcomes in each chapter opener guide 
students through the main learning goals for the 
chapter.
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  ■   Explain why populations change, 
where those changes occur, and what 
the implications of population change 
are for the future of different places 
around the globe.  

  ■   Identify the two most important 
 factors in population dynamics, birth 
and death, and how they shape 
 population characteristics.  

  ■   Analyze how geography is a powerful 
force in the incidence of health and 
disease.  

  ■   Demonstrate how the movement of 
populations is affected by both push 
and pull factors, and explain how 
these factors are key to understanding 
new settlement patterns.  

  ■   Describe the challenges of providing 
for the world’s growing population 
with adequate food and safe drink-
ing water, as well as a sustainable 
environment.   

           learning 
OUTCOMES Returning to our chopstick example, when combined with the 

cultural complex of food, holidays, family and related prac-
tices and undertaken in China, they demonstrate how a cul-
tural system is at work, though its specific manifestations vary 
by the cultural region in which they are occurring. 

  aPPlY Your KnoWLeDge 
   1.   What can we learn by studying cultural traits? How does looking 

at cultural complexes help us better understand the relationship 
between humans and the spaces in which they live?  

  2.   Identify two traits that are characteristic of the cultural group to 
which you belong. Are the traits related to the country or region 
in which you live? Describe the relationship or explain why there is 
none.      

  CULTURAL SYSTEMS 
 Broader than the cultural complex concept is the cultural 
system, a collection of interacting components that, taken 
together, shape a group’s collective identity. A  cultural system  
includes traits, territorial affiliation, and shared history, as well 
as other, more complex elements, such as language and reli-
gion. In a cultural system, it is possible for internal variations 
to exist in particular elements at the same time that broader 
similarities lend coherence. The phrase, “American culture” 
is a reference to the concept of a cultural system. This system 
includes shared territory and history, a standardized education 
and a shared language (or more precisely a national language) 
as well as other cultural elements such as a predominant form 
of family organization, political norms like the two-party sys-
tem, and even attachment to certain national sports activi-
ties or even television shows. Of course, not everyone in the 
United States actually has the same history nor do all Ameri-
cans speak the national language of English or enjoy baseball 
or live as a nuclear family (  Figure   5.11     ). The point is that cul-
tural systems are about broad similarities at the national level 
and more particular geographic variation at the regional and 

local level where the local level may refer to a 
city, a neighborhood or even a household.  

  Culture and Society 
 Through its influence on social organization, 
culture has an important impact. Social catego-
ries like kinship, gang, or generation, or some 
combination of categories, can figure more 
or less prominently, depending upon geog-
raphy. Moreover, the salience of these social 
categories may change over time as the group 
interacts with people and forces outside of its 
boundaries. 

 For example, countries in the Middle East 
and North Africa are as culturally dynamic as 
any other region of the globe. Their society 
is shaped by cultural ties and meaning sys-
tems that highlight gender, tribe, nationality, 

discontinuous in its extension, it is the area within which a 
particular cultural system prevails. A  cultural region  is an 
area where certain cultural practices, beliefs, or values are 
more or less practiced by the majority of the inhabitants. Cul-
tural regions should be seen as key parts of a cultural complex 
and not simply the setting where cultural complexes occur .  

 ▼    Figure 5.10  A coming-of-age ceremony, South Korea         The coming-of-
age ceremony for girls in South Korea is held every May 15 in Seoul. There, 
young women who are turning 20, participate in dances and a citywide celebra-
tion that is meant to remind them of the responsibilities they face as adults. In 
South Korea, people who turn 60 are also ritually celebrated. Called  hwan-gap,  
this celebration is significant because it marks the day on which an individual 
has completed a full zodiacal cycle. But, more importantly, it is also celebrated, 
because to live to be 60 is seen as a great accomplishment. In the past, most 
people in South Korea died before their 60th birthday.   

 ▲    Figure 5.9  A Chinese toddler using chopsticks Usually made of wood 
for everyday use, chopsticks are an example of a cultural trait that character-
izes eating practices in China.  Originating in China, chopstick use diffused 
beyond that  country’s border to include Vietnam, Korea and Japan.       
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UPDATED! Apply Your Knowledge questions are 
integrated throughout the chapter sections, giving 
students a chance to stop and practice/apply their 
understanding. The first of these paired questions is 
now a lower-level knowledge-based reading question, 
while the second is a higher-level application question.

NEW! Active learning questions are now 
included in all boxed features so that students can 
check their understanding as they read.

NEW! The end-of-chapter Data 
Analysis activities feature takes 
students beyond traditional 
review material. Students further 
their understanding as they 
manipulate media, collect data, 
and use interactive mapping.

Learning Outcomes Revisited found at the 
end of each chapter summarizes chapter content 
correlated to the Learning Outcomes stated in 
each chapter opener.
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and the practices of tourists at those locales 
have to be understood in tandem;  together 
 representations and practices reveal the 
complex webs of  fiction and fact from which 
we construct our realities. 

1.  Look around you both at home and in 
stores. What souvenirs do you find? 
What do they remind you of? What 
geographies—of landscapes, emotions, 
peoples, and travels—do these mate-
rial objects recall for you or for their 
collectors? 

2.  How else do we connect fact and 
fiction in our daily lives? Think of an 
example of something significant and 
influential that is nevertheless not re-
ally “real.” How does this connection 
between fact and fiction influence you? 
Does it shape what you wear or eat, 
desire or disdain, aspire to become? 
Whatever its influence, consider also 
how it influences the landscapes, fact of 
fiction that are part of your life.

(visiting Ramona-related places) really so insignificant? Tourists and 
souvenirs are difficult to study because of their rapid geographical 
dispersion: the tourists return home, and the souvenirs are brought 
home or gifted elsewhere. So geographers have observed and in-
terviewed tourists at tourist sites, and then followed them and their 
purchased souvenirs back home to understand what these objects 
mean in their new contexts. What they have learned is that these 
objects serve as reminders of places visited, stories and histories 
engaged there, and personal experiences shared there. Each souve-
nir serves to link people, through travel, to places and understand-
ings of those places, in personally meaningful ways, creating what 
cultural geographers call “intimate spatialities of social memory”— 
personal geographies of connection to place and history. 

We may sneer or smile at this proliferation of souvenirs. But their 
existence, and the details of their materiality is revealing for cultural 
geographers. Tourists used their souvenirs to connect themselves 
and their travels to southern California and the story of Ramona—
like one woman who visited Ramona’s Marriage Place on her hon-
eymoon and wrote on a postcard: “In this building is the chapel and 
altar where Ramona married  Allessandro [sic],” and, noting that a 
wishing well was full of coins, wrote, “I made wish too! But I won’t 
tell—.” Her hopes for her future became entwined with the fictional 
story of Ramona and the factual landscapes of southern  California. Because 
postcards, when mailed are also cancelled and dated, careful  research 
 reveals that, in the case of every Ramona-related tourist attraction, the tour-
ists came first, before the boosters. It was the tourists who shaped southern 
 California’s Ramona landscapes. And today’s tourists may be shaping land-
scapes in New Zealand and Britain, where landscapes of fiction, souvenirs, 

▲ Figure 5.C Souvenirs from the 19th-century novel Ramona pro-
liferated all over southern California between 1885 and the 1950s. 
At “Ramona’s Marriage Place,” a prominent tourist attraction in San 
Diego, a dedicated curio shop sold dozens of different kinds of souve-
nirs. Anything from a covered-wagon lamp, to a sterling-silver match-
box cover, from salt-and-pepper shakers to seeds from the garden, all 
branded “Ramona’s Marriage Place.” (Souvenirs from the collection of 
Dydia DeLyser)

▲ Figure 5.B “La Casa de Estudillo,” house in old Town San Diego, real house but imagined by 
 readers of Helen Hunt Jackson’s “Ramona” to have been site of Ramona’s marriage.
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 In this chapter we have looked at a central component of 
human-environmental interactions: the geography of food and 
agriculture, from the global to the household and individual 
level. In looking at this basic aspect of life—producing and con-
suming food—the issue of space, economy, and politics play a 
huge role as seen in the debates over the Green 
Revolution, the Biorevolution, food sovereignty, 
anti-GMO resistance movements and the con-
cept of “food deserts.” To look closer at how and 
where we produce food, watch the story of Ron 
Finley, a “guerilla gardener” in South  Central Los 
Angeles and answer these questions.  ] 

    1.   What does Ron Finley say about fast food  versus  drive- by-
shootings in his communities?  

   2.   Why is “food the problem, and food is the solution”?  

   3.   Where in the city does Finley plant his gardens?  

   4.   What is Los Angeles Green Grounds and how do they 
work?  

   5.   How is gardening like art? How does Finley talk about 
soil?  

   6.   How does guerilla gardening change a community? How 
are children a vital component of this process?  

   7.   What does Finley say about flipping the script and making 
gardening “gangster”?  

   8.   Do an Internet search on “guerrilla gardeners.” What other 
cities have guerrilla gardener groups? Does your city? 
Would you consider starting a guerilla garden?    

  DATA ANALYSiS 

about climate change and agricultural change. How will 
climate change affect the traditional areas of the globe 
where staples (e.g., rice, wheat, potatoes) are grown? How 
will it affect the areas where more popular fruits (e.g., 

oranges, apples, and wine grapes) are grown? Speculate on 
what you think the political and economic effects of the 
changing geography of global agriculture will be.    

  UNPLUGGED 
   1.    The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has pub-

lished a range of yearbooks containing statistical data on 
many aspects of global food production since the mid-
1950s. Using these  State of Food and Agricultural Produc-
tion  yearbooks, compare the changes that have occurred in 
agricultural production between the core and the periph-
ery since the middle of the last century. You can use just 
two yearbooks for this exercise, or you may want to use 
several to get a better sense of when and where the most 
significant changes have occurred. Once you have identi-
fied where the changes have been most significant, craft an 
explanation as to why these changes may have occurred.   

   2.    The USDA also provides statistics on food and agricultural 
production, though, of course, data is limited to the United 
States. Contained in volumes called  Agricultural Statis-
tics  are a range of important variables, from what is being 
grown and where, to who is working on farms, and what 
kinds of subsidies the government is providing. Drawing 
on the USDA’s  Agricultural Statistics,  examine the chang-
ing patterns of federal subsidies. Using a map of the United 

States, show which states have received subsidies from the 
1940s (immediately following the Great Depression) to the 
present day. Have subsidies increased for some parts of the 
country and not others? Have subsidies increased or de-
creased overall for the entire country? Which farm sectors 
and, therefore, which regions have most heavily benefited 
from federal agricultural subsidies? Why? Summarize and 
explain your findings.   

   3.    Odds are your usual breakfast is the result of the activities 
of a whole chain of producers, processors, distributors, and 
retailers whose interactions provide insights into both the 
globalization of food production and the industrialization 
of agriculture. Consider the various foods you consume in 
your typical breakfast and describe not only where (and 
by whom) they were produced (grown and processed) and 
how they were transported (by whom) from the process-
ing site but also where and by whom they were retailed. 
Summarize how the various components of your meal il-
lustrate both the globalization and the industrialization of 
agriculture.    

MasteringGeography™

  Looking for additional review and test prep materials? Visit the Study Area in MasteringGeography™ to enhance your 
geographic literacy, spatial reasoning skills, and understanding of this chapter’s content by accessing a variety of resources, 
including  interactive maps, Videos, In the News RSS feeds, flashcards, web links, self-study quizzes, and an 
eText version of Human Geography.           
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       CoNCLUSIoN 
 The geography of population is directly connected to the complex 
forces that drive globalization. And since the fifteenth century, 
the distribution of the world’s population has changed dramati-
cally as the capitalist economy has expanded, bringing new and 
different peoples into contact with one another and setting into 
motion additional patterns of national and regional migrations. 

 When capitalism emerged in Europe in the fifteenth cen-
tury, the world’s population was experiencing high birthrates, 
high death rates, and relatively low levels of migration or mo-
bility. Four hundred years later, birth, death, and migration 
rates vary—sometimes quite dramatically—from region to re-
gion, with core countries experiencing low death and birth-
rates and peripheral and semiperipheral countries generally 

experiencing high birthrates and fairly low death rates. Migra-
tion rates vary within and outside the core. These variations 
may be seen as reflections of the level and intensity of politi-
cal, economic, and cultural connectedness between core and 
periphery and are difficult to predict. 

 The example of once colonized peoples migrating to their for-
mer ruling countries in search of work provides insights into the 
dynamic nature of the world economy. The same can be said of 
U.S. migrants who in the 1970s and 1980s steadily left their homes 
in the Northeast and Midwest to take advantage of the employ-
ment opportunities that were emerging in the Sunbelt: the South-
east, Southwest, and West. Both examples show the important role 
that people play in acting out the dynamics of geographic variety.  

learning outCoMes reVisiteD
    ■  Describe why populations change, where those changes occur, 

and what the implications of population change are for the 
future of different places around the globe.  
   Population geographers bring to demography a special 
 perspective—the spatial perspective—that emphasizes de-
scription and explanation of the “where” of population 
distribution, patterns, and processes.  The distribution of 
population is a result of many factors, such as employment 
opportunities, culture, water supply, climate, and other phys-
ical environment characteristics. Geographers explore these 
patterns of distribution and density, as well as population 
composition in order to comprehend the complex geography 
of populations. Understanding the reasons for and implica-
tions of variation in patterns and composition provides geog-
raphers with insight into population change and the potential 
impacts that growing or declining populations might have.   

    ■  identify the two most important factors in population dy-
namics, birth and death, and how they shape population 
characteristics.  
   In order to arrive at a different understanding of popula-
tion growth and change, experts look first at two signifi-
cant factors: fertility and mortality.  Birth and death rates 
are simple but central indicators of a place’s level of eco-
nomic development. Fertility and mortality rates provide 
key insights into how well a country, region, or city is able 
to provide for its population, especially in terms of in-
come, education, and health care. Population geographers 
consider life expectancy, immigration, and emigration as 
well, which also affect population dynamics.   

    ■  State how geography is a powerful force in the incidence of 
health and disease.  
  All people, things and events either occupy or happen in a 
particular place. Health and disease are no exception. Medi-
cal and health geographers help us to understand how a 
place can support healthy bodies or how it constitutes the 
condition for disease and poor health. They also provide 
maps and spatial explanations for the state of disease, such as 
HIV/AIDS, and health, such as the power of the “blue zones.”   

    ■  Demonstrate how the movement of population is affected by 
both push and pull factors and explain how these factors are 
key to understanding new settlement patterns.  
   In general terms, migrants make their decisions to move 
based on push factors and pull factors. Remember that  
push factors  are events and conditions that impel an in-
dividual to move from a location.  Pull factors  are forces of 
attraction that influence migrants to move to a particular 
location.  Mobility is the capacity to move from one place 
to another, either permanently or temporarily. Migration, 
in contrast, is an actual long-distance move to a new loca-
tion. Permanent and temporary changes of residence can 
occur for a variety of reasons. Striving for economic better-
ment or escaping from adverse political conditions, such 
as war or oppression, are the most frequent causes. Push 
factors can produce forced migration, but it is usually the 
case that the decision to migrate reflects both push and 
pull factors.   

    ■  Describe the challenges of providing for the world’s growing 
population with adequate food and safe drinking water, as 
well as a sustainable environment.  
   A moderate response to the question “How can the global 
economy provide the world’s growing population with ad-
equate food and safe drinking water, as well as a sustain-
able environment?” rejects casting the population issue 
as a biological one in which an ever-growing population 
will inevitably create ecological catastrophe.  It also rejects 
framing it as an economic issue in which technological 
innovation and the sensitivities of the market will regu-
late population increases before a catastrophe can occur. 
Importantly, the response to this question is more con-
vincingly understood as a political one. Yet governments 
across the globe tend to avoid dealing with the population-
resource problem because they lack the will to redistribute 
wealth or the resources to reduce poverty. This leaves the 
burden on citizens to organize themselves to force govern-
ment to address the problem and change their own behav-
iors to lessen its effects.    
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 ▲    Figure 4.19  Gazprom natural gas reserves, 2013         Almost three-quarters of the world’s natural gas reserves are located in the Middle East 
and Eurasia. Together, Russia, Iran, and Qatar account for about 55 percent of the world’s natural gas reserves. This figure shows the dominance 
of the Russian gas company, Gazprom, with extraction sites in South America, Africa, the Middle East and Asia.    ( Source:   http://www.arcticgas.gov/can-gas-liquids-

technology-get-traction , accessed June 22, 2014.)  
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 ▲    Figure 4.E  Global energy consumption, 2012               Japan produces a negligible amount of the total of world energy resources but consumes a relatively 
high share.  The United States is also the largest consumer of energy. (Source: Adapted from US Energy Information Administration http://www.eia.gov/cfapps/ipdbproject/IEDIndex3.cfm#.)

       

      ATLANTIC
OCEAN

PACIFIC
OCEAN

PACIFIC
OCEAN

INDIAN
OCEAN

NORTH
AMERICA

SOUTH
AMERICA

ANTARCTICA

AFRICA

AUSTRALIA

EUROPE

A S I A

0

0

500 Mi

500 Km

EUROPE
0

0

1,500

1,500

3,000 Miles

3,000 Kilometers
World primary energy
consumption (1015 Btu),
2012

Over 25.00

10.01 to 25.00

5.01 to 10.00

0.00 to 5.00

No data available

Cutting-edge Cartography & Visual Program
The superior cartography of Human Geography: Places and Regions in Global Context comprises 
scores of rich, diverse, and fully updated maps that help professors better teach their students the 
important spatial elements inherent to human geography.

Current data 
Up-to-date information gives readers access to the 
most current demographic statistics and data.

Mental maps & diagrams 
These graphics depict people’s perceptions of concepts  
and geography, highlighting the ways in which everyday 
phenomena and data can be mapped.

Compound fgures 
The book features many compound figures that 
combine maps with photographs and/or illustrations. 
These figures capture student interest by integrating 
spatial, real-world, and conceptual information.
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  3.4 Window on the World 

 While the global humanitarian community has paid close attention to refu-
gee populations for decades, the problem of internally displaced persons 
began to draw international attention only around 20 years ago. Across 
the globe, at the end of 2012—the latest year for which reliable data are 
currently available—there were nearly 30 million internally displaced per-
sons (IDPs)—individuals who were uprooted within their own countries 
because of civil conflict or human rights violations, sometimes by their own 
governments. 

   War and Conflict 
 Most IDPs are the victims of internal conflict with their numbers more than 
twice as high as the global refugee population. It is also frequently the case 

that the plight of IDPs is worse than that of the refugees. This is because the 
IDPs' governments are either unable or unwilling to protect them or provide 
the assistance they have a right to expect. It is also the case that the interna-
tional community has not secured the resources needed to help them.    

            Figure   3.G     provides a snapshot of the number of IDPs in and around 
Syria. By early 2013, that number had risen dramatically for some countries, 
like Syria—torn by civil-war—which has been experiencing the displacement 
of 1 family every 60 seconds. IDPs continue to also rise in Colombia, where 
guerrillas and paramilitaries target civilian populations through arbitrary kill-
ings, looting, and destruction of property. Their aim is to depopulate ru-
ral areas for political and economic gains and to control or regain strategic 
territories. Conflict continues to plague the Democratic Republic of Congo 
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 ▲    Figure 3.G  Internally displaced and refugee Syrians, 2013        This map shows the scattering of Syrians due to the 
civil war there.  In addition to those that have been pushed into other parts of the Syria, the map also shows those who are 
living in refugee camps on Syria’s borders with Lebanon, Jordan, and Iraq.   http://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/
syria-numbers-and-locations-refugees-and-idps-29-may-2013
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  LANGUAGE RELATiONSHiPS 
AND DYNAMiCS 
 To delineate the relationships among and between the thou-
sands of languages spoken across the globe, language special-
ists classify them largely with respect to their connections. 
Most languages are related to one or more other languages 
so that the thousands of languages that exist globally can be 
 classified into 90 different language families, six of which 
are considered major language families. Families are further 
 divided into branches and groups (  Figure   6.6     ), and their rela-
tionships are graphically represented as trees.  

  Language Family 
 A  language family  is a collection of individual languages be-
lieved to be related in their prehistoric origin. About 50 percent 
of the world’s people speak a language that belongs to the Indo-
European family. Although part of a family, a  language branch  is 
a collection of languages that possesses a definite common origin 

but have split into individual languages. A third category used 
to show the structure of language is a  language group , a cluster 
of individual languages that are part of a language branch, have 
shared a common origin in the recent past, and have relatively 
similar grammar and vocabulary. Spanish, French, Portuguese, 
Italian, Romanian, and Catalan are a language  group,  classified 
under the Romance  branch  as part of the Indo-European lan-
guage  family.  Some language families contain more than 1,000 
languages and others contain only a few.  

  Language Trees 
 A  language tree  is a representation of the relationships of lan-
guages to each other. The tree model is meant to mimic a family 
tree with languages substituted for real family members. The form 
of the language tree is a node-link diagram that contains branch 
points, or nodes, from which the daughter languages—offspring 
of older languages—descend by different links. The nodes are 
 proto-languages , also known as common languages. In concep-
tualizing the descent of language, linguists intend to show that 
a linked language is an offshoot established through a process 
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 ▼    Figure 6.6  Iranian language tree         Iranian languages are spoken in Iran, Afghanistan, 
Tajikistan, and parts of Iraq, Turkey, Pakistan, and scattered areas of the Caucasus Mountains. 
There are 87 Iranian  languages, shown in black letters with living languages underscored 
by green lines. The dialects are shown in grey letters. The extinct languages are shown 
with brown lines.    
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some scholars to characterize them as  hydraulic societies.  
Today, their legacy can be seen in the landscapes of terraced 
fields in places like Sikkim, India, and East Java, Indonesia 
(  Figure   2.3     ).   

  Early Geographers   These early world-empires were also 
significant in developing a base of geographic knowledge. 
Greek scholars, for example, developed the idea that places 
embody fundamental relationships between people and the 

 Some colonial world-empires were exceptional in that 
they were based on a particularly strong central state, with 
totalitarian rulers who were able to organize large-scale com-
munal land-improvement schemes. These world-empires 
were found in China, India, the Middle East, Central Amer-
ica, and the Andean region of South America. Most of them 
relied heavily on slave labor. Their development of large-scale 
land-improvement schemes (particularly irrigation and drain-
age schemes) as the basis for agricultural productivity has led 

 ▲    Figure 2.2  The Premodern World         (a) This map shows the distribution of the Greek city-states and Carthaginian colonies and the spread of the Roman 
empire from 218  b.c.e . to 117  c.e .   ( Source:  Adapted from R. King et al.,  The Mediterranean . London: Arnold, 1977, pp. 59 and 64.)  

(b) Many of the roads that were built by Romans became established as major routes throughout Europe. This photo shows the cardos maximus (main road) at 
Tharros in Sardinia, Italy.   

(c) The Romans were great engineers. This photograph shows the Roman aqueduct in Segovia, Spain.   
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Engaging, Relevant Applications
Provocative applications increase student interest, fostering awareness of current 
issues and developing trends that impact the world and their lives.

UPDATED! 
Geography Maters 
explore contemporary  
real-world applications 
of key chapter 
concepts and themes. 
Authored by expert 
contributors, the 
Geography Matters 
features demonstrate 
to students that 
the focus of human 
geography is on real-
world problems.

UPDATED! Visualizing 
Geography 
incorporate edgy, 
modern applications 
and visualizations 
of geographic data. 
These interesting and 
challenging visualizations 
are unique, and set apart 
Knox & Marston’s visual 
program.

Window on the World take 
a key concept and explore its 
application in a particular location. 
This feature helps students  
to appreciate the relevance  
of geographic concepts to  
world events, and brings some 
far-flung places closer to their 
comprehension.

12.1   Visualizing Geography
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The racial and ethnic composition of the United States has 
steadily become more diverse – a result of immigration and 
differential birth rates. Studies of racial segregation within U.S. 
metropolitan areas have found that, overall, the degree of segre-
gation peaked between 1960 and 1970. Between 1980 and 2010 
racial segregation declined, but at a very slow pace. In 2010 the 
average white person in metropolitan America lived in a neigh-
borhood that was 75 percent white, while the average African 
American lived in a neighborhood that was only 35 percent white 
and as much as 45 percent black. Hispanics and Asians are 
considerably less segregated than African Americans, and their 
segregation levels have remained steady for several decades. In 
addition, since both these groups are growing, there is a 
tendency for their neighborhoods to become more homoge-
neous. As a result, these groups live in more isolated settings 
now than they did in the 1980s.

In Midwestern cities, the racial divide tends to be quite sharp. 
In Chicago, bands of different racial groups, blacks, and 
Latinos radiate out from the city center, echoing the models 
of urban social geography developed in the 1930s.

 In Atlanta, there is a simple north-south division, with whites 
(and a few enclaves of Asians) in the northern half of the 
metro area, and African Americans in the southern half. 

Atlanta

Chicago

1. Why do you think racial groups are more mixed in some cities, 
compared to others? Compare historical factors (civil rights movement, 
WWII, American Indian relocation) and immigration polices with what 
you have learned.

2. Analyze the demographic concept of “minority-majority” geographies 
by doing an Internet search on “minority-majority cities/counties/states.” 
Where are these cities/counties/states located and what do you observe 
about the political a�liations, immigration policies, social programs and 
economy compared to white majority areas?Source: John R. Logan and Brian Stults. 2011. “The Persistence of Segregation in the

Metropolis: New Findings from the 2010 Census” Census Brief prepared for Project US2010.

In California, Sacramento’s racial groups are spatially mixed.

In Los Angeles, racial groups tend to cluster together.

12.1.2 Los Angeles

12.1.3 Sacramento

12.1.4 Chicago

12.1.5 Atlanta

12.1.1 Diversity Experienced in Each
 Group's Typical Neighborhood

Spatial Segregation
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The racial and ethnic composition of the United States has 
steadily become more diverse – a result of immigration and 
differential birth rates. Studies of racial segregation within U.S. 
metropolitan areas have found that, overall, the degree of segre-
gation peaked between 1960 and 1970. Between 1980 and 2010 
racial segregation declined, but at a very slow pace. In 2010 the 
average white person in metropolitan America lived in a neigh-
borhood that was 75 percent white, while the average African 
American lived in a neighborhood that was only 35 percent white 
and as much as 45 percent black. Hispanics and Asians are 
considerably less segregated than African Americans, and their 
segregation levels have remained steady for several decades. In 
addition, since both these groups are growing, there is a 
tendency for their neighborhoods to become more homoge-
neous. As a result, these groups live in more isolated settings 
now than they did in the 1980s.

In Midwestern cities, the racial divide tends to be quite sharp. 
In Chicago, bands of different racial groups, blacks, and 
Latinos radiate out from the city center, echoing the models 
of urban social geography developed in the 1930s.

 In Atlanta, there is a simple north-south division, with whites 
(and a few enclaves of Asians) in the northern half of the 
metro area, and African Americans in the southern half. 

Atlanta

Chicago

1. Why do you think racial groups are more mixed in some cities, 
compared to others? Compare historical factors (civil rights movement, 
WWII, American Indian relocation) and immigration polices with what 
you have learned.

2. Analyze the demographic concept of “minority-majority” geographies 
by doing an Internet search on “minority-majority cities/counties/states.” 
Where are these cities/counties/states located and what do you observe 
about the political a�liations, immigration policies, social programs and 
economy compared to white majority areas?Source: John R. Logan and Brian Stults. 2011. “The Persistence of Segregation in the

Metropolis: New Findings from the 2010 Census” Census Brief prepared for Project US2010.

In California, Sacramento’s racial groups are spatially mixed.

In Los Angeles, racial groups tend to cluster together.

12.1.2 Los Angeles

12.1.3 Sacramento

12.1.4 Chicago

12.1.5 Atlanta

12.1.1 Diversity Experienced in Each
 Group's Typical Neighborhood
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  11.3 Window on the World 

 The Pearl River Delta ( Figure   11.e    ) is one of the fastest-growing urban 
regions in the world. Anchored by the major metropolitan centers of 
Guangzhou, Hong Kong, Macau, Shenzhen, and Zhuhai, it is an extended 
metropolitan region of nearly 50 million people. It is one of three extended 
metropolitan regions—Beijing-Tianjin and Shanghai are the others—that 
have been fostered by the Chinese government to be engines of capitalist 
growth since liberal economic reforms were introduced in the late 1970s.  

 Hong Kong ( Figure   11.F    ) was a British colony until 1997. It is now a me-
tropolis of 7.4 million with a thriving industrial and commercial base that is 
recognized as a capitalist economic dynamo by the Chinese government, 
which has created a Special Administrative District for the metropolis. As a re-
sult, Hong Kong’s citizens have retained their British-based legal system and its 

guaranteed rights of property ownership and democracy. Hong Kong is the 
world’s largest container port, the third-largest center for foreign exchange 
trade, the seventh-largest stock market, and the tenth-largest trading economy.  

 Hong Kong’s financial success encouraged the Chinese government to 
establish two of its first Special Economic Zones (SEZs) in nearby Shenzhen 
and Zhuhai. Designed to attract foreign capital, technology, and manage-
ment practices, these SEZs were established as export-processing zones that 
offered cheap labor and land, along with tax breaks, to transnational cor-
porations. Investors from Hong Kong and Taiwan responded quickly and 
enthusiastically. By 1993, more than 15,000 manufacturers from Hong Kong 
alone had set up businesses in Guangdong Province, and a similar number 
had established subcontracting relationships, contracting out assembly-line 
work to Chinese companies in the Pearl River Delta. Meanwhile, the Chinese 
government designated the entire delta region an Open Economic Region, 
where local governments, individual enterprises, and farm households enjoy 
a high degree of autonomy in economic decision making. 

 The relaxation of state control over the regional economy allowed the 
region’s dense and growing rural population to migrate to urban areas in 
search of assembly-line jobs or to stay in rural areas and diversify agricultural 
production from paddy-rice cultivation to more profitable activities such as 

 The Pearl River Delta: An Extended Metropolis 
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 ▲    Figure 11.E  Pearl River Delta         One of the fastest-growing regions of the 
world, the Pearl River Delta is an extended metropolitan region of more than 
50 million people.   

 ▲    Figure 11.F  The City of Hong Kong         The city is home to thousands 
of companies located there simply for the purpose of doing business with 
China. As a result, Hong Kong remains a major world city—a major financial 
hub with a thriving commercial sector and a population of 7.4 million.   

constructed on brownfield sites in Stratford, an area of east 
London that had been previously rundown. The site is now 
used to accommodate low-cost housing as well as leisure ac-
tivities, and its existence has attracted private investment to 
sites nearby.  

  aPPlY Your KnoWLeDge 
 1. What is the difference between counterurbanization and 

reurbanization? 

2. Identify an American city that has experienced either counterurbaniza-
tion or reurbanization, and the factors that contributed to this change.    
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market-farming activities, livestock husbandry, and fishery. Economic freedom 
also facilitated rural industrialization—mostly low-tech, small-scale, labor-
intensive, and widely scattered across the countryside. The 
area between Guangzhou, Hong Kong, and Macau has quickly 
emerged as an especially important zone because of its rela-
tively cheap land and labor and because of significant levels of 
investment by regional and local governments in the transport 
and communications infrastructure ( Figure   11.g    ).  

 The metropolitan cores of the region, aiming to increase 
their competitiveness and prominence in the globalizing world 
economy, have invested heavily in infrastructure improvements. 
The Guangzhou municipal government, for example, invested 
more than $10 billion between 1998 and 2004 in infrastructure 
construction—including a metro system and an elevated railway 
network to link the city’s new international airport, railway sta-
tions, and port. Throughout the region, enormous investments 
have been made in showpiece infrastructure projects geared to 
the needs of local and international capital. These include major 
airports, high-speed tolled highways, satellite ground stations, 
port installations, metro and light-rail networks, and new water-
management systems. In turn, these projects have attracted 
business and technology parks, financial centers, and resort 
complexes in a loose-knit sprawl of urban development. 

 Today, the Pearl River Delta provides a thriving export-
processing platform that has driven double-digit annual 

economic growth for much of the past two decades. The 
region’s GDP grew from just over US$8 billion in 1980 to 
nearly US$270 billion in 2010. During that period, the 
 average real rate of GDP growth in the Pearl River Delta 
Economic Zone exceeded 16 percent, well above the 
People’s Republic of China national figure of 9.8 percent. 
By 2010 and with only 3.5 percent of the country’s popula-
tion, the region was contributing 10 percent of the coun-
try’s GDP and 29 percent of its total trade. 

 Guangzhou is a megacity with a 2010 population of 
around 10 million ( Figure   11.h    ). Shenzhen has grown from 
a population of just 19,000 in 1975 to 8.1 million in 2010, 
with an additional 2 million in the surrounding municipalities. 
The southern border of the Shenzhen Special  Economic 
Zone adjoins Hong Kong, but the northern border is walled 
off from the rest of China by an electrified fence to prevent 
smuggling and to keep back the mass of people trying to 
migrate illegally into Shenzhen and Hong Kong.  

 1.  How have economic policies created this booming region? 

 2. Can you identify any other megacities that have experienced 
similar economic success? 

  Cities and Climate Change 
 Natural and human-made disasters have been on the rise world-
wide since the 1950s, coinciding with the rise in world urban 
population ( Figure   11.21    ). Cities can be fragile environments, 
their concentrations of population making them vulnerable to 
natural disasters such as earthquakes, hurricanes, tsunamis, 

fires, and floods as well as to technological disasters. Rapidly-
growing cities in less-developed regions are especially vulner-
able.  As we have seen ( Chapter   4   ), disasters     such as landslides, 
floods, windstorms, and wildland urban interface (WUI) fires 
are clearly linked to climate change, and they will almost cer-
tainly occur with greater frequency and intensity. Many urban 

 ▲    Figure 11.H  Guangzhou, China         Guangzhou is an ancient Chinese city known as Canton 
by European traders. Guangzhou has grown rapidly in recent decades, its modern 
architecture almost completely replacing the old city.   

 ▲    Figure 11.G  Infrastructure investment        Heavy holiday traffic on the 
new Yuegan Highway in south China’s Guangdong Province.
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1.1 Geography Mat ers 

Since the advent of steam locomotives and the telegraph, there have 
been countless predictions about how technology will put an end to the 
constraints of geography. Some believe that that day has finally come. The 
Economist magazine proclaimed the “death of distance” in 1995 (http://
www.economist.com/node/598895). A decade later, The New York Times 
 columnist Tom Friedman proclaimed The World Is Flat (Farrar, Straus,  Giroux, 
2005). Between airplanes, the Internet, social media, and smart phones, 
the argument goes, the distances that once separated us have contracted 
to nothing; no matter where we live, we can all work and compete on the 
same terms. 

But dig a little deeper and you’ll realize that place and geography matter 
more today than they ever did. And not just in some abstract academic way, 
but in your daily lives. 

Why Where Matters
We tend to focus on two big decisions: who we choose as our life part-
ner and what we do for work. But there is a third big decision—where 
you choose to live. The decision about where may be the most impor-
tant, because it has a huge bearing on the others (Richard Florida, Who’s 
Your City. Basic Books, 2008) . 

Where you choose to live affects every aspect of your being. It in-
fluences the income you can potentially earn, and how far you can de-
velop your skills. It has a bearing on the friends and romantic partners 
you can potentially meet, the networks you can build, and the options 
that will be available to your children. It shapes your values and your 

politics. It plays a role in how happy and healthy you are, and in your 
overall quality of life.

It’s something of a paradox. As globalized as we may be, wealth and 
power are more concentrated and clustered than ever before. Location 
matters. It is true that communications are instantaneous and journeys that 
used to take months now take only hours, but the key factors that determine 
whether a place prospers are unevenly distributed; some are much more 
endowed with them than others. 

Welcome to the Spiky World
When we overlay graphs of economic output, population, and innovation 
on a map, some places, especially those in the United States, Western 
 Europe, and Asia, tower over the rest. Just look at the level of innovation in 
Tokyo! The world is anything but flat; it is spiky (Figure 1.A). 

Those high levels of innovation and a disproportionate share of the 
world’s economic activity occur in the geographic clusters called mega-re-
gions—galaxy-like clusters of cities and their suburbs that grow and evolve 
into coherent geographic entities. These include great Bos-Wash (Boston-
New York-Washington) Corridor, which would rank as the world’s fourth 
largest economy, behind the United States itself and China and Japan; Am-
Bruss-Twerp spanning Amsterdam, Antwerp and Brussels; and the area that 
runs from London to Leeds, Manchester, Liverpool, and Birmingham. All told, 
the globe’s 40 leading mega-regions produce two-thirds of the world’s eco-
nomic output and nine in ten of its technological innovations, while housing 
less than one in five of its people. 

Why Geography Matters
By Richard Florida, University of Toronto

Economic

Innovation

Population

Lagos

São Paulo

Lima

Mexico City

Nairobi

Manila

Shanghai
Tokyo

Delhi

London

San Francisco New York

Lagos

London

Delhi

São Paulo

Lima

Mexico City

San Francisco New York

Nairobi

Manila

Shanghai
Tokyo

NORTH
AMERICA

SOUTH
AMERICA

AFRICA

AUSTRALIA

EUROPE
A S I A

▲ Figure 1.A A Spiky World.
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Urban Planet
Big cities have become the core social and economic organizing units of our time, 
replacing the farm and the factory of previous epochs. As the great urbanist Jane 
Jacobs was perhaps the first to document in her book The Economy of Cities (Ran-
dom House, 1969), big cities are cauldrons of innovation; when diverse people 
live and work in close quarters, they come up with new ideas that improve the 
productivity of existing industries and generate new ones. 

This geographic clustering of diverse and talented people is what makes 
cities different than all other biological and social organisms. Typically when 
organisms get bigger their metabolisms slow down. But as cities get larger 
and larger their “urban metabolism”—measured variously as their economic 
activity or ability to innovate—speeds up. (Bettencourt, Lobo, et al., “Growth, 
Innovation, Scaling, and the Pace of Life in Cities,” Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, http://www.pnas.org/
content/104/17/7301.full).

The geographic clustering of people will only grow. Over the course of 
the next century, the world’s urban populations are projected to increase by 
as many as 5 billion people. Most of that will be happening in the rapidly 
urbanizing areas of South East Asia and Africa. To accommodate them, exist-
ing cities will expand substantially and hundreds of cities are likely to emerge 
(http://marroninstitute.nyu.edu/content/working-papers/urbanization-as-op-
portunity1). Ensuring that those cities are vibrant, sustainable, and functional 

will be the grandest of the grand challenges humanity will ever face. Our 
success or failure will have a bearing on everything from our ability to miti-
gate poverty and climate change to how successfully the world continues to 
democratize. 

Distance is not dead and geography is far from over. The fact is, place 
matters more today than it ever has. 

Richard Florida is director of the Martin Prosperity Institute at the  University 
of Toronto’s Rotman School of Management, Global Research Professor at 
New York University, and senior editor at The Atlantic, where he cofounded 
CityLab. 

 1. Use the online “Place Finder” tool (http://www.creativeclass.
com/_v3/whos_your_city/place_finder/) to identify the city that is 
best suited to you. Come up with three to five cities you think you 
might want to live and work in and then use the Place Finder tool 
to rate and rank them. Which is your best city and why?

 2. According to Figure 1.B, neighboring cities in the orange colored 
areas are growing into large mega-regions. Some of these even cross 
national boundaries and in some respects have more in common 
with each other than their respective countries. Is it possible that city 
regions will become more significant units of place than nation states?
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Continuous Learning Before, During & After Class  
with MasteringGeography

MasteringGeographyTM delivers engaging, dynamic learning opportunities—focusing on course objectives and 
responsive to each student’s progress—that are proven to help students absorb geography course material and 
understand challenging geographic processes and concepts.

Before Class 
Mobile Media & Reading Assignments Ensure Students Come to Class Prepared

NEW! mobile-ready Quick Response (QR) codes 
integrated throughout the chapters give students 
instant access to online data sets, readings, and media.

NEW! Dynamic Study Modules personalize each 
student’s learning experience. Created to allow students 
to acquire knowledge on their own and be better 
prepared for class discussions and assessments, this 
mobile app is available for iOS and Android devices.

Pearson eText in MasteringGeography gives 
students access to the text whenever and wherever 
they can access the internet. 
Features of Pearson eText:
• Now available on smartphones and tablets.
• Seamlessly integrated videos and other rich media.
• Fully accessible (screen-reader ready).
• �Configurable reading settings, including resizable 

type and night reading mode.
• �Instructor and student note-taking, highlighting, 

bookmarking, and search functionality.
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assignments. Reading Questions are 100% mobile ready and can be completed by students on mobile devices.
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Maps not only describe data but also serve as important 
sources of data and tools for analysis. Because of their 
central importance to geographers, they can also be objects 
of study in their own right. 
They express particular interpretations of the world, and 
affect how we understand the world– and how we see 

ourselves in relation to others. All maps are “social prod-
ucts,” and generally re�ect the power of the people who 
draw them up. The design of maps- what they include, what 
they omit, and how their content is portrayed- inevitably 
re�ects the experiences, priorities, interpretations, and 
intentions of their authors.

Figure 1.2.1 
Isoline maps. Isoline maps portray spatial 
information by connecting points of equal data 
value. Contours on topographic maps are 
isolines. This map shows average annual 
precipitation for the continent of Africa.
(Source: Reprinted with permission of Pearson, from D. Hess 
and D. Tasa, McKnight’s Physical Geography: A Landscape 
Appreciation, 10th edition, 2011, p. 36.)

A map scale is the ratio between linear distance on a map and linear distance on Earth’s surface, usually expressed in terms of a 
representative fraction (in the example of Figure 1.1.1A, 1/25,000) or ratio (1:25,000). Small-scale maps are maps based on small 
representative fractions (for example, 1/10,000,000). Large-scale maps are maps based on larger representative fractions (e.g., 
1/10,000).

A map projection is a systematic rendering on a �at surface of the geographic coordinates of features found on Earth’s surface. 
Because Earth’s surface is curved, it is impossible to represent on a �at plane without some distortion. Cartographers have devised 
different techniques for projecting latitude and longitude onto a �at surface, and the resulting representations each have advantages and 
disadvantages. None of them can represent distance correctly in all directions, though many can represent compass bearings, or area 
without distortion.

One particular kind of map projection that is sometimes used in small-scale thematic maps is the cartogram. In this kind of projection, 
space is transformed according to statistical factors, with the largest mapping units representing the greatest statistical values.

Figure 1.3.3 Mercator projection
Compass directions between any two 

points are true, and the shapes of 
landmasses are true but their relative 

size is distorted.

Figure 1.3.2 Azimuthal Equidistant projection
Distances measured from the center of the map 

are true, but direction, area, and shape are 
increasingly distorted as the distance from the 

center point increases.

Figure 1.3.1 Mollweide projection
Relative sizes are true, but shapes 

are distorted.

Figure 1.3.4 The Robinson projection 
Distance, direction, area, and shape are all distorted in an attempt to 

balance the properties of the map. It is designed purely for appearance 
and is best used for thematic and reference maps at the world scale. 

(Source: After E. F. Bergman, Human Geography: Cultures, Connections, and Landscapes, © 
1995 by Pearson, p. 12.)

Figure 1.3.5 A cartogram of the world
The relative size of countries is based not on area but on the proportion of people with extremely low incomes. The 

deliberate distortion of the shapes of the continents dramatically emphasizes spatial variations.
Source: © Copyright SASI Group (University of Sheffield) and Mark Newman (University of Michigan).

From globe to flat map. Conversion of the globe 
to a flat map projection requires a decision about 
which properties to preserve and the amount of 
distortion that is acceptable.

Globe

Fill in spaces (adds distortion)

Flattened globe

Maps that are designed to represent the spatial dimensions of 
particular conditions, processes, or events are called thematic 
maps. These can be based on any one of a number of devices that 
allow cartographers or map makers to portray spatial variations or 
spatial relationships. One of these is the isoline, a line (similar to a 
contour) that connects places of equal data value (for example 
precipitation, as in Figure 1.2.1). Maps based on isolines are known 
as isopleth maps.

Isolines connect 
places of equal 
data value.

Figure 1.1.1B
Representative 
fraction:1:24,000 or 
1/24,000
Relatively large scale map 
of the same area shows a 
higher level of detail.

Figure 1.1.1A
Representative 
fraction:1:500,000 or 
1/500,000
Relatively small scale map of 
Miami area shows less detail.

1. How do market segmentation programs merge 
geographic data with consumer preferences?

2. Can you think of other areas of everyday life that could 
employ a geographic segmentation program for analysis, 
e.g., voting, environmental sustainability, food access, etc.?

http://goo.gl/7SISq1

Animation:
Map Projections

http://goo.gl/tTWBvc

Interactive Album
of Map Projections

1.2 Thematic maps

1.1 Map scales

1.3 Map projections
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A signi�cant change in energy consumption is greater efficiency of use. In the US, for example, average household energy use 
dropped between 1978 and 2010. However, the increased use of electronic devices—cell phones, televisions, computers—is partly 
offsetting these greater efficiencies. Energy consumption to fuel the increasing use of these devices is expected to double over the 

next 10 years (Figure 4.3.1).

Figure 4.5.1 Energy consumption in U.S. homes 1978 and 2005 Source: U.S. 

Energy Information Administration, 1978 and 2005 Residential Energy Consumption Survey
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Most of the world’s energy consumption is for transportation. Hybrid (HEV) and plug-in electric vehicles (PEV) are limited due to the 
high cost of this technology. City and county governments in the US and large corporations like Federal Express (FedEx) are 

converting their transportation �eets to hybrids. Hybrid and electric automobiles are also very popular in Europe and the United 
Kingdom. By mid-2011, sales of new hybrid and electric cars were growing faster than sales of conventional vehicles in the US, the 
largest vehicle market in the world. The growing hybrid and electric automobile market is being bolstered by the �eet market, which 

every year sees new commitments to all-electric delivery vehicles.

Figure 4.4.1 Sales of HEV and PEV vehicles 2010-2013
Source: www.electricdrive.org
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274,555 284,064
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At the end of 2013 there were 55 HEV and PEV models 
available from over 20 manufacturers. Most American car 
buyers don't know that various goverment incentives exist for 
electric-car ownership.

In August 2013 there were 130,767 electric vehicles on the 
road, by August 2014 there were 246,426, an 89% increase.

In 2011, about 20% of the world’s energy was used for 
transportation.

Figure 4.4.2 Driving ranges of some electric passenger cars.
http://wallstcheatsheet.com/automobiles/top-10-electric-vehicles-with-the-longest-driving-range.html/?a=viewall

http://www.autotrader.com/research/article/best-cars/221440/top-10-evs-with-the-longest-range.jsp
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Carbon-based fuels such as coal, oil, and natural gas are the most commonly used sources today. Numbers 
show G20 country rankings. Renewable energy includes wind, solar, geothermal, tidal, and wave sources.

 Source: http://ecowatch.com/2012/06/11/who-are-the-worlds-renewable-energy-leaders/

While the sources here are not likely to be reliable for large scale 
consumers like cities or regions, there is some optimism that 
they can be effective at the individual or household level. 

Source: Courtesy Carrington College

Figure 4.2 Some unusual renewable energy resources

Urine Garbage Human Fat Big Kites Human-Made
Tornado

It is important to realize that alternatives exist to fossil fuels, 
hydroelectric power, and nuclear energy. Energy derived from
the sun, the wind, Earth’s interior (geothermal sources), and
the tides, is clean, pro�table, and dependable (Figure 4.1.1). 
Japan, the US, and Germany all have solar energy production 
facilities that are cheap and nonpolluting. The production of 
energy from geothermal and wind sources has also been 
successful in a few locations around the globe. Italy, Germany, 
Iceland, the US, Mexico, Denmark, and the Philippines all
derive some of their energy production from geothermal or
wind sources (Figure 4.4.1).

Figure 4.1 Common types of renewable energy

Solar Wind Biomass Geothermal Hydropower

4.3 Renewable Electricity Production

4.5 Energy Ef�ciency

4.4 Hybrid and Electric Vehicles

1. In what ways is renewable energy key to sustainable develop-
ment?

2. What are some of the limitations of renewable energy? Choose 
three sources and describe how the issues of availability and cost 
are central to renewable energy.
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Why is urban agriculture important for overall food security?2. Why did urban agriculture decline in core countries?1.

http://goo.gl/pOjbe2
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Figure 9.2.1 Projected food consumption per capita

Figure 9.3.1 Main types of urban farming and their bene�ts

Figure 9.1.1 Percentage of fresh vegetables from urban farming in selected cities, 2007

Figure 9.1.2 Percentage of various foods produced by urban farming. Some cities generate a great variety of produce including meat, dairy, and even �sh in 
addition to fresh vegetables. Havana, Hanoi, and Shanghai are three cities with diverse urban agriculture practices.

According to the latest UN projections, world 
population will rise from over 7 billion today to 
9.1 billion in 2050. Nearly all of the population 
growth will occur in developing regions like 
sub-Saharan Africa and East and South East 
Asia.

The demand for food is expected to continue to 
grow as a result both of population growth and 
rising incomes. Demand for cereals (for food 
and animal feed) is projected to reach some 3 
billion tons by 2050. Annual cereal production 
will have to grow by almost a billion tons, and 
meat production by about 200 million tons to 
reach a total of 470 million tons in 2050

Although urban agriculture is a growing movement in core countries, it is in the periphery where it more often is the sole means of 
economic and personal survival. As wage cuts, in�ation, job loss, civil strife, and natural disasters become more frequent, urban 

agriculture in the periphery has become a way to address greater food insecurity.

Most de�nitions of urban agriculture focus on the establishment or performance of agricultural practices in cities. Since the Industrial 
Revolution, many countries have discouraged urban agriculture as arable land has been used for real estate development or seriously 
degraded through industrial processes.
Urban residents across the globe are increasing their participation in growing crops and raising livestock, for reasons ranging from food 
security to income production to taste and health concerns. A recent publication by the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United 
Nations has estimated that 800 million people are actively engaged in urban agriculture around the world.

9.1 Urban Agriculture Around the World

9.2 Global food consumption

9.3 Bene�ts of urban agriculture

We usually think of agriculture as a rural activity, but urban agriculture made possible the emergence of the world’s �rst cities. 
Until recently, urban agriculture was largely ignored in the development of urban economic policies; it’s produce was seen as 
part of the informal sector of the local economy and not signi�cant in terms of income-generating potential.
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During Class 
Learning Catalytics & Engaging Media

“My students are so busy and engaged answering Learning Catalytics  
questions during lecture that they don’t have time for Facebook.”

Declan De Paor,
Old Dominion University

What has professors and students excited? Learning Catalytics, a “bring your own device” student engagement, 
assessment, and classroom intelligence system, allows students to use their smartphone, tablet, or laptop to respond to 
questions in class. With Learning Cataltyics, you can:

■	 Assess students in real-time using open-ended question formats to uncover student misconceptions and adjust lecture 
accordingly.

■	 Automatically create groups for peer instruction based on student response patterns, to optimize discussion 
productivity.

Enrich Lecture with Dynamic Media 
Teachers can incorporate dynamic media into lecture, such as Videos, MapMaster Interactive Maps, and Geoscience 
Animations.
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After Class 
Easy to Assign, Customizable, Media-Rich, & Automatically Graded Assignments

MapMaster Interactive Map 
Activities are inspired by GIS, 
allowing students to layer various 
thematic maps to analyze spatial 
patterns and data at regional 
and global scales. This tool 
include zoom and annotation 
functionality, with hundreds of 
map layers leveraging recent 
data from sources such as 
NOAA, NASA, USGS, United 
Nations, and the CIA.

NEW! Geography Videos from 
such sources as the BBC and the 
Financial Times are now included 
in addition to the videos from 
Television for the Environment’s 
Life and Earth Report series in 
MasteringGeography.
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NEW! GeoTutors. These highly visual 
& data-rich coaching items with hints and 
specific wrong answer feedback help 
students master the toughest topics in 
geography.

UPDATED! Encounter (Google Earth) 
activities provide rich, interactive explorations 
of human geography concepts, allowing 
students to visualize spatial data and tour 
distant places on the virtual globe.

Map Projections interactive tutorial 
media help reinforce and remediate 
students on the basic yet challenging 
fundamental map projection concepts.
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Preface
A nation, like a person, has a mind—a mind that must be  

kept informed and alert, that must know itself, that 
understands the hopes and needs of its neighbors—all  
the other nations that live within the narrowing circle  

of the world.

Franklin Roosevelt, Third Inaugural Address, 
Monday, January 20, 1941

Most people have an understanding of what their own lives are 
like and know a good deal about their own neighborhood and 
perhaps even something of the larger city and state in which they 
live. Yet, even as the countries and regions of the world become 
more interconnected, most of us still know very little about the 
lives of people on the other side of our country, or in other socie-
ties, or about the ways the lives of those people connect to our 
own. To change the world, to make it a better place for all peo-
ple, we need to understand not just our little corner of it, but the 
whole of it—the broad sweep of human geography that consti-
tutes the larger world of which our small corners are just a part.

This book provides an introduction to human geography 
that will help young men and women to understand critically 
the world in which they live. To study human geography, to put 
it simply, is to study the dynamic and complex relationships 
between peoples and the worlds they inhabit. Our book gives 
students the basic geographical tools and concepts needed to 
understand the complexity of places and regions, and to appre-
ciate the interconnections between their own lives and those 
of people in different parts of the world—to make the world a 
better place.

New to the Seventh Edition
The seventh edition of Places and Regions in Global Context 
represents a thorough revision. Every part of the book was 
examined carefully with the goal of keeping topics and data 
current while also improving the clarity of the text and the 
graphics. We have also sought to enhance the utility of the 
book for both instructors and students.

■	 A new chapter (Chapter 6) on Language, Communication, 
and Belief gives a greater focus on how both language and 
religion reflect and influence societies, as well as how they 
spread around the world, and how they permeate politics 
and social life.

■	 Spatial Inequality features highlight the growing imbal-
ances and inequalities in today’s global society relative to 
the chapter’s major themes.

■	 The reimagined Geography Matters features, authored by 
expert contributors from the community, present contem-
porary research and hot topics in geography subfields.

■	 Data Analysis activities at the end of each chapter give stu-
dents the chance to put their understanding of key themes 
in the chapter into practice. Students further their under-
standing as they manipulate media, collect data, and use 
interactive mapping.

■	 Newly redesigned Visualizing Geography features consist-
ently incorporate edgy, modern applications and visualiza-
tions of current spatial data.

■	 Active learning assessments are now included in all boxed 
features so that students can check their understanding.

■	 The seventh edition also incorporates a comprehensive 
updating of all of the data, maps, photographs, and illus-
trative examples.

■	 We have added or expanded upon quite a few topics, 
including climate change and issues of sustainability; ris-
ing sea levels; spatial inequality; gender and economic 
development; place, space and scale; landscape and art; 
cultural heritage; urban regeneration; and urban environ-
mental problems; conflict zones; changing demographic 
issues; food, health and place; gender and sexuality; and 
what the near future is likely to be. These changes are 
designed to ensure that we offer the most up-to-date cover-
age in the field of human geography.

■	 A renewed focus on fundamentals gives students access 
not only to the new ideas, concepts, and theories that 
address the changes mentioned earlier in this text, but 
also to the fundamentals of human geography: the prin-
ciples, concepts, theoretical frameworks, and basic 
knowledge.

■	 Over 150 new Geography Videos from the BBC and the 
Financial Times are now included in MasteringGeography. 
Students can access the videos on their own in the Study 
Area, and teachers can assign the videos with assessment 
activities.

■	 Learning Catalytics™ is a “bring your own device” student 
engagement, assessment, and classroom intelligence system.

With Learning Catalytics™ you can:

■	 Assess students in real time, using open-ended tasks to 
probe student understanding.

■	 Understand immediately where students are and adjust 
your lecture accordingly.

■	 Improve your students’ critical-thinking skills.

■	 Access rich analytics to understand student performance.

■	 Add your own questions to make Learning Catalytics™ 
fit your course exactly.
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■	 Dynamic Study Modules personalize each student’s 
learning experience. Created to allow students to acquire 
knowledge on their own and be better prepared for class 
discussions and assessments, this mobile app is available 
for iOS and Android devices.

Objective & Approach
The objective of the book is to introduce the study of human 
geography by providing not only a body of knowledge about 
the creation of places and regions, but also an understanding 
of the interdependence of places and regions in a globalizing 
world. The approach is aimed at establishing an intellectual 
foundation that will enable a lifelong and life-sustaining geo-
graphical imagination: an essential tool for today’s students 
in order to confront tomorrow’s global, national, regional, and  
local challenges.

The book takes a fresh approach to human geography, 
reflecting the major changes that have recently been impressed 
on global, regional, and local landscapes. These changes 
include the globalization of industry and the related rapid rise 
of China and India as economic powerhouses, the upwelling 
of ethnic regionalisms on the heels of decolonization and the 
formation of new states, the movement of peoples around the 
world in search of better lives, the physical restructuring of 
cities, the transformation of traditional agricultural practices 
throughout much of the world, global environmental change 
and the movement for sustainability, the eruptions of war and 
the struggles for peace, and the emerging trend toward trans-
national political and economic organizations. The approach 
used in Places and Regions in Global Context provides access 
not only to the new ideas, concepts, and theories that address 
these changes, but also to the fundamentals of human geog-
raphy: the principles, concepts, theoretical frameworks, 
and basic knowledge that are necessary to more specialized 
studies.

The most distinctive feature of this approach is that it 
emphasizes the interdependence of both places and processes 
in different parts of the globe. In overall terms, this approach is 
designed to provide an understanding of relationships between 
global processes and the local places in which they unfold. It fol-
lows that one of the chief organizing principles is how globali-
zation frames the social and cultural construction of particular 
places and regions. This approach has several advantages. For 
example:

■	 It captures aspects of human geography that are among 
the most compelling in the contemporary world—the geo-
graphical bases of cultural diversity and their impacts on 
everyday life.

■	 It encompasses the salient aspects of new emphases in aca-
demic human geography—the new emphasis on sustainabil-
ity and its role in the social construction of spaces and places.

■	 It makes for an easier marriage between topical and regional 
material by emphasizing how processes link them—tech-
nological innovation and the varying ways technology is 
adopted and modified by people in particular places.

■	 It facilitates meaningful comparisons between places in 
different parts of the world—how the core-generated in-
dustrialization of agriculture shapes gender relations in 
households both in the core and the periphery.

In short, the textbook is designed to focus on geographical 
processes and to provide an understanding of the interdepend-
ence among places and regions without losing sight of their 
individuality and uniqueness.

Several important themes are woven into each chapter, 
integrating them into the overall approach:

■	 the relationship between global processes and their local 
manifestations;

■	 the interdependence of people and places, especially the 
interactive relationships between core regions and periph-
eral regions;

■	 the continuing transformation of the political economy 
of the world system, and of nations, regions, cities, and 
localities;

■	 the social and cultural differences that are embedded in 
human geographies (especially the differences that relate 
to race, ethnicity, gender, age, and class).

Chapter Organization
The organization of the book is innovative in several ways. 
First, the chapters are organized so that the conceptual frame-
work—why geography matters in a globalizing world—is laid 
out in Chapters 1 and 2 and then deployed in thematic chapters 
(Chapters 3 through 12). Second, the conceptual framework of 
the book requires the inclusion of two introductory chapters 
rather than the usual one. The first describes the basics of a 
geographic perspective; the second explains the value of the 
globalization approach.

Third, the distinctive chapter ordering within the book fol-
lows the logic of moving from less complex to more complex 
systems of human social and economic organization, always 
highlighting the interaction between people and the world 
around them. The first thematic chapter (Chapter 3) focuses 
on human population. Its early placement in the book reflects 
the central importance of people in understanding geography. 
Chapter 4 deals with the relationship between people and the 
environment as it is mediated by technology. This chapter 
explores human–environment relations and establishes a cen-
tral theme: that all human geographical issues are about how 
people negotiate their environment—whether the natural or 
the built environment.

The chapter on nature, society, and technology is followed 
by Chapter 5 on cultural geography. The intention in position-
ing the cultural chapter here is to signal that culture is the 
primary medium through which people operate and under-
stand their place in the world. Chapter 6, new to this edition, 
gives a focus on how both language and religion reflect and  
influence societies, as well as how they spread around the world, 
and how they permeate politics and social life. In Chapter 7,  
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The pedagogy of the book employs four different boxed 
features—“Geography Matters,” “Visualizing Geography,” 
“Spatial Inequality,” and “Window on the World.”

Geography Matters features, authored by expert guest contrib-
utors, show how geographers are using their unique perspec-
tives and contemporary geographic tools to solve real-world 
problems, emphasizing how geography and the geographic 
method matter in the world today.

Visualizing Geography boxes treat key concepts of the chapter 
through modern applications and visualizations of data, help-
ing students “see” the ways geography shapes their daily lives.

Spatial Inequality features highlight the growing imbalances 
and inequalities in today’s global society relative to the chap-
ter’s major themes.

Window on the World boxes take a key concept and explore 
its application in a particular location. This feature allows 
students to appreciate the relevance of geographic concepts 
to world events and brings far-flung places closer to their 
comprehension.

These features are explored through each chapter’s learn-
ing path, which guides the reader through each chapter’s 
themes, starting with the Learning Outcomes at the start of 
each chapter, and continuing with each Apply Your Knowl-
edge question pairing to ensure a student’s understanding of 
key elements of each section. Every chapter includes Future 
Geographies, which details what global and local elements 
may take shape in the years ahead. We conclude each chap-
ter with Learning Outcomes Revisited, designed to encapsulate 
the imperative elements of the chapter’s narrative.

Conclusion
The idea for this book evolved from conversations between the 
authors and colleagues about how to teach human geography in 
colleges and universities. Our intent was to find a way not only 
to capture the exciting changes that are rewriting the world’s 
landscapes and reorganizing the spatial relationships between 
people but also to demonstrate convincingly why the study of 
geography matters. Our aim was to show why a geographical 
imagination is important, how it can lead to an understanding 
of the world and its constituent places and regions, and how it 
has practical relevance in many spheres of life.
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the impact of cultural processes on the landscape is explored, 
together with the ways in which landscape shapes cultural 
processes.

In Chapter 8, the book begins the move toward more 
complex concepts and systems of human organization by  
concentrating on economic development. The focus of  
Chapter 9 is agriculture. The placement of agriculture after 
economic development reflects the overall emphasis on 
globalization. This chapter shows how processes of globali-
zation and economic development have led to the industri-
alization of agriculture at the expense of more traditional 
agricultural systems and practices.

The final three thematic chapters cover political geogra-
phy (Chapter 10), urbanization (Chapter 11), and city structure 
(Chapter 12). Devoting two chapters to urban geography, rather 
than a more conventional single chapter, is an important indi-
cation of how globalization increasingly leads to urbanization 
of the world’s people and places.

Features
The hallmark feature of our book is the global framework that 
promotes a strong connection between topical and regional 
material by emphasizing how their processes are linked (e.g., 
technological innovation and the varying ways technology is 
adopted and modified by people and places). This makes for a 
contemporary approach to human geography, reflecting many 
trends in the discipline, such as the globalization of industry, 
the upwelling of ethnic regionalisms on the heels of decolo-
nization and new state formation, and the trend toward trans-
national political and economic organizations. The global 
framework also facilitates meaningful comparisons between 
people and places in different parts of the world, such as how 
the core-generated industrialization of agriculture shapes gen-
der relations in households, both in the core and in the periph-
ery. It allows us to present the relevant aspects of different 
emphases in academic human geography (e.g., geopolitics and 
its role in the social construction of spaces and places). At the 
same time, a focus on fundamentals gives students access not 
only to the new ideas, concepts, and theories that address the 
changes mentioned earlier in this text but also to the funda-
mentals of human geography: the principles, concepts, theo-
retical frameworks, and basic knowledge. The book’s thematic 
structure weaves several important themes into every chap-
ter: the interdependence of people and places, especially the 
interactive relationships between the core and the periphery; 
social and cultural differences that are embedded in human 
geographies, especially the differences that relate to race, eth-
nicity, gender, age, and class; the relationship between global 
processes and their local manifestations; and the continuing 
transformation of the political economy of the world system 
and nations, regions, cities, and localities.

To signal the freshness of the approach, the book features a 
superior cartographic program, consisting of rich, diverse, and 
fully updated maps that help professors better teach their stu-
dents the important spatial elements inherent to human geog-
raphy. The cartography program features numerous compound 
figures that combine maps with photographs and line drawings.  
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The seventh edition provides a complete human geography program for teachers and students.

For Students & Teachers

Digital & Print Resources

MasteringGeography™ with Pearson eText
The Mastering platform is the most widely used and effective 
online homework, tutorial, and assessment system for the sci-
ences. It delivers self-paced tutorials that provide individualized 
coaching, focuses on course objectives, and is responsive to each 
student’s progress. The Mastering system helps teachers maxi-
mize class time with customizable, easy-to-assign, and automati-
cally graded assessments that motivate students to learn outside 
of class and arrive prepared for lecture. MasteringGeography 
offers:

■	 Assignable activities that include GIS-inspired Map
Master™ interactive maps, Encounter Human Geog-
raphy Google Earth Explorations, Videos, Geoscience 
Animations, Map Projection Tutorials, GeoTutor coach-
ing activities on the toughest topics in the geosciences, 
Dynamic Study Modules that provide each student 
with a customized learning experience, end-of-chapter 
questions and exercises, reading quizzes, Test Bank  
questions, and more.

■	 A student Study Area with GIS-inspired MapMaster™ 
interactive maps, Videos, Geoscience Animations, Web 
links, glossary flashcards, “In the News” RSS feeds, chap-
ter quizzes, an optional Pearson eText, and more.

Pearson eText gives students access to the text whenever and 
wherever they can access the Internet. 

Features of Pearson eText:

•  Now available on smartphones and tablets.

•  �Seamlessly integrated videos and other rich media.

•  �Fully accessible (screen-reader ready).

•  �Configurable reading settings, including resizable type and 
night reading mode.

•  �Instructor and student note-taking, highlighting,  
bookmarking, and search.

Teaching College Geography: A Practical Guide for Graduate 
Students and Early Career Faculty  (0136054471) This two-
part resource provides a starting point for becoming an effective  
geography teacher from the very first day of class. Part One 
addresses “nuts-and-bolts” teaching issues. Part Two explores 
being an effective teacher in the field, supporting critical think-
ing with GIS and mapping technologies, engaging learners in 
large geography classes, and promoting awareness of interna-
tional perspectives and geographic issues.

Aspiring Academics: A Resource Book for Graduate Students 
and Early Career Faculty  (0136048919) Drawing on several 
years of research, this set of essays is designed to help graduate 
students and early career faculty start their careers in geogra-
phy and related social and environmental sciences. Aspiring 
Academics stresses the interdependence of teaching, research, 
and service—and the importance of achieving a healthy bal-
ance of professional and personal life—while doing faculty 
work. Each chapter provides accessible, forward-looking ad-
vice on topics that often cause the most stress in the first years 
of a college or university appointment.

Practicing Geography: Careers for Enhancing Society and 
the Environment (0321811151)  This book examines career 
opportunities for geographers and geospatial professionals in 
business, government, nonprofit, and educational sectors. A 
diverse group of academic and industry professionals share in-
sights on career planning, networking, transitioning between 
employment sectors, and balancing work and home life. The 
book illustrates the value of geographic expertise and technolo-
gies through engaging profiles and case studies of geographers 
at work.

Learning Catalytics™  Learning Catalytics™ is a “bring your 
own device” student engagement, assessment, and classroom 
intelligence system. With Learning Catalytics™, you can:

■	 Assess students in real time, using open-ended tasks to 
probe student understanding.

■	 Understand immediately where students are and adjust 
your lecture accordingly.

■	 Improve your students’ critical thinking skills.

■	 Access rich analytics to understand student performance.

■	 Add your own questions to make Learning Catalytics™ fit 
your course exactly.

■	 Manage student interactions with intelligent grouping and 
timing. Learning Catalytics™ has grown out of 20 years of 
cutting-edge research, innovation, and implementation of 
interactive teaching and peer instruction. Available inte-
grated with MasteringGeography.
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DIGITAL & PRINT RESOURCES 

FOR TEACHERS
TestGen® Computerized Test Bank (Download Only)  
(0321987551) TestGen® is a computerized test genera-
tor that lets instructors view and edit Test Bank questions, 
transfer questions to tests, and print the test in a variety of 
customized formats. This Test Bank includes over 2,000 
multiple-choice, true/false, and short-answer/essay questions. 
Questions are correlated to the revised US National Geog-
raphy Standards and Bloom’s Taxonomy to help instructors 
better map the assessments against both broad and specific 
teaching and learning objectives. The Test Bank is also avail-
able in Microsoft Word®, and is importable into Blackboard.  
www.pearsonhighered.com/irc

Instructor’s Resource DVD  (0321987624) The Instructor Re-
source Center on DVD provides high-quality electronic ver-
sions of photos and illustrations from the book, as well as 
customizable PowerPointTM lecture presentations, Classroom 
Response System questions in PowerPoint and the Instruc-
tor Resource Manual and Test Bank in Microsoft Word® and 
TestGen formats. The DVD includes all of the illustrations and 
photos from the text in presentation-ready JPEG files. For easy 
reference and identification, all resources are organized by 
chapter. www.pearsonhighered.com/irc

Instructor Resource Manual (Download Only) (0321987632) 
For download only, the Instructor Resource Manual is intended 
as a resource for both new and experienced instructors. It 
includes a variety of lecture outlines, additional source materials, 
teaching tips, advice about how to integrate visual supplements 
(including MasteringGeography resources), and various other 
ideas for the classroom. www.pearsonhighered.com/irc.

Instructor ’s  Resource M aterials  ( Dow nload O nly )  
(0321987578) This Instructor Resource content is also available 
online via the Instructor Resources section of MasteringGeogra-
phy and at www.pearsonhighered.com/irc.

FOR StUdENtS
Goode’s World Atlas 23rd Edition  (0133864642) Goode’s 
World Atlas has been the world’s premiere educational atlas 
since 1923, and for good reason. It features over 250 pages 
of maps, from definitive physical and political maps to im-
portant thematic maps that illustrate the spatial aspects of 
many important topics. The 23rd edition includes over 160  
pages of digitally produced reference maps, as well as new 
thematic maps on global climate change, sea level rise, CO2 
emissions, polar ice fluctuations, deforestation, extreme 
weather events, infectious diseases, water resources, energy 
production, and more.

Television for the Environment Earth Report Geography 
Videos on DVD  (0321662989) This three-DVD set is de-
signed to help students visualize how human decisions and 
behavior have affected the environment and how individu-
als are taking steps toward recovery. With topics ranging 
from the poor land management promoting the devastation 
of river systems in Central America to the struggles for elec-
tricity in China and Africa, these 13 videos from Television 
for the Environment’s global Earth Report series recognize 
the efforts of individuals around the world to unite and pro-
tect the planet.

Dire Predictions: Understanding Global Warming 2nd Edition 
by Michael Mann, Lee R. Kump  (0133909778) Periodic reports 
from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
evaluate the risk of climate change brought on by humans. But 
the sheer volume of scientific data remains inscrutable to the 
general public, particularly to those who may still question the 
validity of climate change. In just over 200 pages, this practi-
cal text presents and expands upon the essential findings of 
the IPCC’s 5th Assessment Report in a visually stunning and 
undeniably powerful way to the lay reader. Scientific findings 
that provide validity to the implications of climate change are 
presented in clear-cut graphic elements, striking images, and 
understandable analogies.

Pearson’s Encounter Series  Pearson’s Encounter Series pro-
vides rich, interactive explorations of geoscience concepts 
through Google Earth™ activities, covering topics in regional, 
human, and physical geography. For those who do not use 
MasteringGeography, explorations are available in print work-
books and in online quizzes at www.mygeoscienceplace.com. 
Each exploration consists of a worksheet, online quizzes whose 
results can be emailed to instructors, along with a correspond-
ing Google Earth™ KMZ file.

■	 Encounter Human Geography  by Jess C.  Porter 
(0321682203)

■	 Encounter World Regional Geography by Jess C. Porter 
(0321681754)

■	 Encounter Physical Geography by Jess C. Porter and 
Stephen O’Connell (0321672526)
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■	 Explain how the study of  
geography has become essential  
for understanding a world that  
is more complex, interdependent,  
and changing faster than ever  
before.

■	 Identify four examples of how places 
influence inhabitants' lives.

■	 State the differences among major 
map projections and describe their 
relative strengths and weaknesses.

■	 Explain how geographers use geo-
graphic information systems (GIS) to 
merge and analyze data.

■	 Summarize the five concepts that are 
key to spatial analysis and describe how 

they help geographers to analyze rela-
tionships between peoples and places.

■	 Describe the importance of distance in 
shaping human activity.

■	 Summarize the three concepts that are 
key to regional analysis and explain how 
they help geographers analyze relation-
ships between peoples and places.

LEARNING 
Outcomes
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▲ Flower market in Karnataka, India.

Geography 
Matters

1

In Buenos Aires, Argentina, rioting teenagers ransacked and 
robbed working-class neighborhood grocery stores in 2012, leaving 22 dead 
and more than 200 injured. It was one of more than 50 riots worldwide be-
tween 2007 and 2014 where food was the principal issue.1 The problem of 
food shortages and rising food prices in Argentina and in many other places 
is a reflection of the increasing geographic interdependence of the world. The 
situation is partly the result of increasing food consumption in other parts of 
the world, especially in booming China and India, where many have stopped 
growing their own food and have the cash to buy a lot more of it. Increasing 
meat consumption has helped drive up demand for feed grain, and this in turn 
has driven up the price of grain everywhere. Speculators in international com-
modity markets have joined the fray, further accelerating price rises. Another 
key linkage concerns energy prices: High oil prices push up fertilizer prices, 
while the cost of transporting food from farm to market adds to food costs. 
The popularity of biofuels as an alternative to hydrocarbons is straining food 
supplies, especially in the United States, where generous federal subsidies 
for ethanol have lured farmers away from growing crops for food. Compound-
ing all this is climate change. Harvests in many countries have been seriously 
disrupted by more frequent extreme weather events. In 2013–2014, there were 
prolonged droughts in Argentina, California, eastern Brazil, Texas, parts of 
the Mediterranean, and the Sahel region of Africa; catastrophic floods in Can-
ada and Central Europe; severe hailstorms in Germany; and a record-breaking  
typhoon that killed more than 6,000 in the Philippines.

Human geography is about recognizing and understanding the interdepen-
dence among places and regions, without losing sight of the uniqueness of 
each specific place. Places are specific geographic settings with distinctive 
physical, social, and cultural attributes. Regions are territories that encompass 

1The World Bank Group, Poverty Reduction and Economic Management Network, Food Price 
Watch, 17, Washington, D.C., May 2014.
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many places, all or most of which share attributes dif-
ferent from the attributes of places elsewhere. Maps are 
also important tools for introducing geographers' ideas 
about the way that places and regions are made and 
altered.

Why Geography Matters
The importance of geography as a subject of study is becoming 
more widely recognized as people everywhere struggle to un-
derstand a world that is increasingly characterized by instant 
global communications, rapidly changing international rela-
tionships, unexpected local changes, and growing evidence of 
environmental degradation. Many more schools now require 
courses in geography than just a decade ago, and the College 
Board has added the subject to its Advanced Placement pro-
gram. Meanwhile, many employers are coming to realize the 
value of employees with expertise in geographical analysis 
and an understanding of the uniqueness, influence, and inter-
dependence of places. Through an appreciation of the diver-
sity and variety of the world's peoples and places, geography 
provides real opportunities not only to contribute to local, na-
tional, and global development but also to understand and pro-
mote multicultural, international, and feminist perspectives in 
the world.

Most people want to understand the intrinsic nature of 
the world in which we live. Geography enables us to under-
stand where we are both literally and figuratively. Geography 
provides knowledge of Earth's physical and human systems 
and of the interdependency of living things and physical en-
vironments. That knowledge, in turn, provides a basis for 
people to cooperate in the best interests of our planet. Ge-
ography also captures the imagination: It stimulates curios-
ity about the world and the world's diverse inhabitants and 
places. By obtaining a better understanding of the world, 
people can overcome closed-mindedness, prejudice, and 
discrimination.

APPlY YOUR KNOWLEDGE
1.	Why do you think studying geography is critical in today's world?

2.	List three reasons why a corporate employer would feel it is  
important for prospective employees to have some knowledge  
of geography. 

Why Places Matter
An appreciation of the diversity and variety of peoples and 
places is a theme that runs through all of human geography, 
the study of the spatial organization of human activity and of 
people's relationships with their environments. This theme 
is inherently interesting to nearly all of us. National Geo-
graphic magazine has become a venerable institution by bring-
ing us monthly updates of the seemingly endless variety of 
landscapes and communities around the world. More than  

5 million households, representing about 19 million regular 
readers, subscribe to this magazine for its intriguing descrip-
tions and striking photographs. Millions more read it occasion-
ally in offices, lobbies, waiting rooms, or online.

Yet many Americans often seem content to confine their 
interest in geography to the pages of glossy magazines, to tele-
vision documentaries, or to one-week packaged vacations. 
It has become part of the conventional wisdom—both in the 
United States and around the world—that many Americans 
have little real appreciation or understanding of people and 
places beyond their own daily routines. This is perhaps put-
ting it too mildly. Surveys have revealed widespread igno-
rance among a high proportion of Americans, not only of the 
fundamentals of the world's geography but also of the diver-
sity and variety within the United States itself. In surveys of 
young adults in Canada, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, 
Japan, Mexico, Sweden, and the United States, Americans 
come in next to last in terms of geographic literacy. Neither 
wars nor natural disasters appear to have compelled the ma-
jority of young Americans to absorb knowledge about interna-
tional places in the news.

So although most people in the United States are fasci-
nated by different places, relatively few have a systematic 
knowledge of them. Fewer still understand how different 
places came to be the way they are or why places matter in the 
broader scheme of things. This lack of understanding is unfor-
tunate because geographic knowledge can take us far beyond a 
simple glimpse of the inherently interesting variety of peoples 
and places.

The Influence of Places
Places are dynamic, with changing properties and fluid bound-
aries that are the product of the interplay of a wide variety of 
environmental and human factors. This dynamism and com-
plexity is what makes places so fascinating for readers of  
National Geographic. It is also what makes places so important 
in shaping people's lives and in influencing the pace and di-
rection of change. Places provide the settings for people's daily 
lives and their social relations (patterns of interaction among 
family members, at work, in social life, in leisure activities, 
and in political activity). It is in these settings that people learn 
who and what they are, how they are expected to think and 
behave, and what life is likely to hold for them.

Places exert a strong influence, for better or worse, on peo-
ple's physical well-being, opportunities, and lifestyle choices. 
Living in a small town dominated by petrochemical industries, 
for example, means a higher probability of being exposed to air 
and water pollution, having a limited range of job opportuni-
ties, and having a relatively narrow range of lifestyle options 
because of a lack of amenities such as theatres, specialized 
stores and restaurants, and recreational facilities (Figure 1.1). 
Living in a central neighborhood of a large metropolitan area, 
on the other hand, usually means having a wider range of job 
opportunities and a greater choice of lifestyle options because 
of the variety of amenities accessible within a short distance 
(Figure 1.2). But it also means, among other things, living with 
a relatively high exposure to crime.
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CHAPTER 1      Geography Matters     5

The Meaning of Places
Places also contribute to people's collective memory and be-
come powerful emotional and cultural symbols. Consider 
the evocative power for most Americans of places like Times 
Square in New York; the Mall in Washington, D.C.; Hollywood 
Boulevard in Los Angeles; and Graceland in Memphis. And for 
many people, ordinary places have special meaning: a child-
hood neighborhood, a college campus, a baseball stadium, 
or a family vacation spot. This layering of meanings reflects 
the way that places are socially constructed—given different 
meanings by different groups for different purposes. Places ex-
ist and are constructed by their inhabitants from a subjective 
point of view.

The meanings given to a place may be so strong that they 
become a central part of the identity of the people experienc-
ing them. Your identity is the sense that you make of yourself 
through your subjective feelings based on your everyday ex-
periences and social relations. Your own neighborhood, for 
example, is probably heavily laden with personal meaning 
and sentiment for you. But your neighborhood may well be 
viewed very differently, perhaps unsympathetically, by outsid-
ers. This distinction is useful in considering the importance 
of understanding spaces and places from the viewpoint of the  
insider—the person who normally lives in and uses a particular 
place—as well as from the viewpoint of outsiders (including 
geographers).

Finally, places are the sites of innovation and change, of 
resistance and conflict (Figure 1.3). The unique characteristics 
of specific places can provide the preconditions for new  
agricultural practices (such as the development of seed agri-
culture and the use of plow and draft animals that sparked the 
first agricultural revolution in the Middle East in prehistoric 
times—see Chapter 9); new modes of economic organization 
(such as the high-tech revolution that began in Silicon Valley 

▼ Figure 1.2  Central city neighborhood S hopping on Newbury Street in 
Boston.

◀ Figure 1.1  Quality of life   
Heavy industry adjacent to a housing 
development.

M01_KNOX9664_07_SE_C01.indd   5 13/12/14   3:57 AM



in the late twentieth century); new cultural practices (e.g., the 
punk movement that began in disadvantaged British housing 
projects); and new lifestyles (e.g., the hippie lifestyle that be-
gan in San Francisco in the late 1960s). It is in specific locales 
that important events happen, and it is from them that signifi-
cant changes spread.

Nevertheless, the influence of places is by no means limited 
to the occasional innovative change. Because of their distinc-
tive characteristics, places always modify and sometimes resist 
the imprint of even the broadest economic, cultural, and politi-
cal trends. Consider, for example, the way that a global cultural 
trend—rock 'n' roll—was modified in Jamaica to produce reggae. 
And how in Iran and North Korea rock 'n' roll has been resisted 
by the authorities, with the result that it has acquired an alto-
gether different kind of value and meaning for the citizens of 
those countries. Similarly, Indian communities in London de-
veloped Bhangra—a “world beat” composite of traditional Pun-
jabi music, Bollywood (Hindi) movie scores, and Western disco. 
Cross-fertilization with local music cultures in New York and 
Los Angeles has produced Bhangra rap.

To consider a different illustration, think of the ways some 
communities have declared themselves “nuclear-free” zones: 
places where nuclear weapons and nuclear reactors are un-
welcome or even banned by local laws. By establishing such 
zones, individual communities are seeking to challenge trends 
toward using nuclear energy and maintaining nuclear arms. 
They are, to borrow a phrase, “thinking globally and acting 
locally.” Similarly, some communities have established “GM-
free” zones, taking a stance against genetically modified crops 
and food. In adopting such strategies, they hope to influence 
thinking in other communities so that eventually their chal-
lenge could result in a reversal of established trends.

In summary, places are settings for social interaction that, 
among other things,

■	 structure the daily routines of people's economic and  
social life;

■	 provide both opportunities and constraints in terms of 
people's long-term social well-being;

■	 provide a context in which everyday, commonsense 
knowledge and experience are gathered;

■	 provide a setting for processes of socialization; and

■	 provide an arena for contesting social norms.

APPlY YOUR KNOWLEDGE
1.	How does place affect identity?

2.	Explain how and why a particular place has mattered to you. How 
might others' experience or perception of that same place differ 
from yours? How does your place influence your health or job 
prospects? 

Studying Human Geography
The study of geography involves the study of Earth as cre-
ated by natural forces and modified by human action. This, of 
course, covers an enormous amount of subject matter. There 
are two main branches of geography: physical and human. 
Physical geography deals with Earth's natural processes and 
their outcomes. It is concerned, for example, with climate, 
weather patterns, landforms, soil formation, and plant and 
animal ecology. Human geography deals with the spatial  
organization of human activities and with people's relation-
ships to their environments. This involves looking at natural 
physical environments insofar as they influence, and are in-
fluenced by, human activity. To that end, the study of human 
geography must cover a wide variety of phenomena. These in-
clude, for example, agricultural production and food security, 
population change, the ecology of human diseases, resource 
management, environmental pollution, regional planning, and 
the symbolism of places and landscapes.

Regional geography combines elements of both physical 
and human geography. Regional geography is concerned with the 
way that unique combinations of environmental and human fac-
tors produce territories with distinctive landscapes and cultural 

◀ Figure 1.3  Tahrir Square, Cairo, Egypt   
The site of major anti-government 
demonstrations in 2011 that led to the 
fall of Egypt’s President Mubarak; and of 
celebrations in 2014 (shown here) of the 
inauguration of President el-Sissi. 

6
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CHAPTER 1      Geography Matters     7

attributes. The concept of region is used by geographers to ap-
ply to larger-sized territories that encompass many neighboring 
places, all or most of which have similar attributes distinct from 
the attributes of other places.

Geographical Relationships
What is distinctive about the study of human geography is not 
so much the phenomena that are studied as the way they are ap-
proached. The contribution of human geography is to reveal how 
and why geographical relationships are important in relation to 
a wide spectrum of natural, social, economic, political, and cul-
tural phenomena. Thus, for example, human geographers are in-
terested not only in patterns of agricultural production but also 
in the geographical relationships and interdependencies that are 
both causes and effects of such patterns. To put it in concrete 
terms, geographers are interested not only in what specialized 
agricultural subregions (e.g., the dairy farming area of Jutland, 
Denmark) are like but also in the role of subregions such as Jut-
land in national and international agro-food systems (their in-
terdependence with producers, distributors, and consumers in 
other places and regions—see Chapter 8).

Geography is to a great extent an applied discipline as 
well as a means of understanding the world. Geographers 
employed in business, industry, and government are able to 
use geographic theories and techniques to understand and 
solve a wide variety of specific problems. A great deal of the 
research undertaken by geography professors has an applied 
focus.

The Basic Tools and 
Methods of Human 
Geographers
In general terms, the basic tools employed in 
geography are similar to those in other dis-
ciplines. Like other social scientists, human 
geographers usually begin with observation. In-
formation must be collected and data recorded. 
This can involve many different methods and 
tools. Fieldwork (surveying, asking questions, 
using scientific instruments to measure and 
record things), laboratory experiments, and 
archival searches all are used by human geog-
raphers to gather information about geographi-
cal relationships. Geographers also use remote 
sensing, the collection of information about 
parts of Earth's surface by means of aerial pho-
tography or satellite imagery designed to record 
data on visible, infrared, and microwave sensor 
systems (Figure 1.4). For example, agricultural 
productivity can be monitored by remotely 
sensed images of crops, and energy efficiency 
can be monitored by remotely sensed levels of 
heat loss from buildings.

Once data have been obtained through some form of obser-
vation, the next important step is to portray and describe them 
through visualization or representation. This can involve a va-
riety of tools, including written descriptions, charts, diagrams, 
tables, mathematical formulas, and maps (see Box 1.2: “Visu-
alizing Geography: Maps”). Visualization and representation 
are important activities because they allow large amounts of 
information to be explored, summarized, and presented to 
others. They are nearly always a first step in the analysis of 
geographical relationships, and they are important in convey-
ing the findings and conclusions of geographic research.

At the heart of geographic research, as with other kinds of re-
search, is the analysis of data. The objective of analysis, whether 
of quantitative or qualitative data, is to discover patterns and es-
tablish relationships so that hypotheses can be established and 
models can be built. Models, in this sense, are abstractions of 
reality that help explain the real world. They require tools that 
allow us to generalize about things. Once again, we find that 
geographers are like other social scientists in that they utilize a 
wide range of analytical tools, including conceptual and linguis-
tic devices, maps, charts, and mathematical equations.

In many ways, therefore, the tools and methods of human 
geographers are parallel to those used in other sciences, especially 
the social sciences. In addition, geographers increasingly use some 
of the tools and methods of the humanities—interpretive analysis 
and inductive reasoning, for example—together with ethnographic 
research (the systematic recording of human cultures) and textual 
analysis. One of the most distinctive tools in the geographer's kit 
bag is geographic information systems (GIS).

▲ Figure 1.4  Remotely sensed images R emotely sensed images can provide new ways of 
seeing the world, as well as unique sources of data on all sorts of environmental conditions. Such 
images can help explain problems and processes. Aerial photographs, for example, can be helpful 
in explaining what would otherwise require expensive surveys and detailed cartography. They 
are especially useful in working with multidisciplinary teams. This example shows the lower Con-
necticut River near the town of Old Lyme. The photograph was taken during the Connecticut 
River Marsh Restoration Project.
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1.1  Geography Maters 

Since the advent of steam locomotives and the telegraph, there have 
been countless predictions about how technology will put an end to the 
constraints of geography. Some believe that that day has finally come. The 
Economist magazine proclaimed the “death of distance” in 1995 (http://
www.economist.com/node/598895). A decade later, The New York Times 
columnist Tom Friedman proclaimed The World Is Flat (Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 
2005). Between airplanes, the Internet, social media, and smart phones, 
the argument goes, the distances that once separated us have contracted 
to nothing; no matter where we live, we can all work and compete on the  
same terms. 

But dig a little deeper and you’ll realize that place and geography matter 
more today than they ever did. And not just in some abstract academic way, 
but in your daily lives. 

Why Where Matters
We tend to focus on two big decisions: who we choose as our life part-
ner and what we do for work. But there is a third big decision—where 
you choose to live. The decision about where may be the most impor-
tant, because it has a huge bearing on the others (Richard Florida, Who’s 
Your City. Basic Books, 2008). 

Where you choose to live affects every aspect of your being. It in-
fluences the income you can potentially earn, and how far you can de-
velop your skills. It has a bearing on the friends and romantic partners 
you can potentially meet, the networks you can build, and the options 
that will be available to your children. It shapes your values and your 

politics. It plays a role in how happy and healthy you are, and in your 
overall quality of life.

It’s something of a paradox. As globalized as we may be, wealth and 
power are more concentrated and clustered than ever before. Location 
matters. It is true that communications are instantaneous and journeys that 
used to take months now take only hours, but the key factors that determine 
whether a place prospers are unevenly distributed; some are much more 
endowed with them than others. 

Welcome to the Spiky World
When we overlay graphs of economic output, population, and innovation  
on a map, some places, especially those in the United States, Western 
Europe, and Asia, tower over the rest. Just look at the level of innovation in 
Tokyo! The world is anything but flat; it is spiky (Figure 1.A). 

Those high levels of innovation and a disproportionate share of the 
world’s economic activity occur in the geographic clusters called mega-re-
gions—galaxy-like clusters of cities and their suburbs that grow and evolve 
into coherent geographic entities. These include great Bos-Wash (Boston-
New York-Washington) Corridor, which would rank as the world’s fourth 
largest economy, behind the United States itself and China and Japan; Am-
Bruss-Twerp spanning Amsterdam, Antwerp and Brussels; and the area that 
runs from London to Leeds, Manchester, Liverpool, and Birmingham. All told, 
the globe’s 40 leading mega-regions produce two-thirds of the world’s eco-
nomic output and nine in ten of its technological innovations, while housing 
less than one in five of its people. 

Why Geography Matters
By Richard Florida, University of Toronto
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▲ Figure 1.A  A Spiky World.
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Urban Planet
Big cities have become the core social and economic organizing units of our time, 
replacing the farm and the factory of previous epochs. As the great urbanist Jane 
Jacobs was perhaps the first to document in her book The Economy of Cities (Ran-
dom House, 1969), big cities are cauldrons of innovation; when diverse people 
live and work in close quarters, they come up with new ideas that improve the 
productivity of existing industries and generate new ones. 

This geographic clustering of diverse and talented people is what makes 
cities different than all other biological and social organisms. Typically when 
organisms get bigger their metabolisms slow down. But as cities get larger 
and larger their “urban metabolism”—measured variously as their economic 
activity or ability to innovate—speeds up. (Bettencourt, Lobo, et al., “Growth, 
Innovation, Scaling, and the Pace of Life in Cities,” Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, http://www.pnas.org/
content/104/17/7301.full).

The geographic clustering of people will only grow. Over the course of 
the next century, the world’s urban populations are projected to increase by 
as many as 5 billion people. Most of that will be happening in the rapidly 
urbanizing areas of South East Asia and Africa. To accommodate them, exist-
ing cities will expand substantially and hundreds of cities are likely to emerge 
(http://marroninstitute.nyu.edu/content/working-papers/urbanization-as-op-
portunity1). Ensuring that those cities are vibrant, sustainable, and functional 

will be the grandest of the grand challenges humanity will ever face. Our 
success or failure will have a bearing on everything from our ability to miti-
gate poverty and climate change to how successfully the world continues to 
democratize. 

Distance is not dead and geography is far from over. The fact is, place 
matters more today than it ever has. 

Richard Florida is director of the Martin Prosperity Institute at the University 
of Toronto’s Rotman School of Management, Global Research Professor at 
New York University, and senior editor at The Atlantic, where he cofounded 
CityLab. 

	 1.	 Use the online “Place Finder” tool (http://www.creativeclass.
com/_v3/whos_your_city/place_finder/) to identify the city that is 
best suited to you. Come up with three to five cities you think you 
might want to live and work in and then use the Place Finder tool 
to rate and rank them. Which is your best city and why?

	 2.	 According to Figure 1.B, neighboring cities in the orange colored 
areas are growing into large mega-regions. Some of these even cross 
national boundaries and in some respects have more in common 
with each other than their respective countries. Is it possible that city 
regions will become more significant units of place than nation states?
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▲ Figure 1.B  Mega-regions.
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